
 
 
 

INSTRUCTIONS TO VOTERS 
VOTING AN OPTICAL SCAN PAPER BALLOT AT THE POLLS 

To vote, use only the marking device provided to completely BLACKEN the OVAL like this:    
 
 
 
To express your preference for a candidate for nomination for President, completely 
BLACKEN the OVAL to the LEFT of the candidate’s name.  Your vote in this portion of 
the ballot is advisory only.   
 
 
 
Voting for Write-In Candidate:  If you choose to vote for a write-in candidate, you must 
write the candidate’s name in the blank space provided below the printed names of 
the other candidates for that office, and completely BLACKEN the OVAL to the LEFT 
of the name you have written in.  If you write a candidate’s name without completely 
blackening the oval, the ballot counting equipment will not “see” the vote and your 
write-in vote will not be counted.  Also, only votes for qualified write-in candidates will 
be counted.  To be a qualified write-in candidate, the candidate must have filed the 
required nomination documents within the time frame specified by law. 
 
 
To vote on any measure, completely BLACKEN the OVAL to the LEFT of the word “Yes” or the word “No”.  

Remember to completely BLACKEN the OVAL.  

CORRECT:    
Do not mark with an X, Check Mark or Line 

DO NOT: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 X     DO NOT:      DO NOT:  
 
DAMAGED OR SPOILED BALLOTS 
If you overvote, wrongly mark, deface or otherwise spoil any portion of your ballot, you are entitled to a replacement ballot.  

igning your name or writing your initials on the ballot will make it invalid. You may receive a second ballot. S  
 

OVERVOTES 
Marking more voting spaces than allowed for a contest is called an overvote.  For example, if the contest heading states “Vote 
for no more than Two”, and you mark three voting spaces, your votes for that contest will not be counted. 
 
 

UNDER VOTES 
Marking fewer voting spaces than allowed for a contest is called an undervote.  For example, if the contest heading states 
“Vote for no more than Two”, and you mark only one voting space, your vote for the one candidate for whom you marked the 
voting space will be counted.  In addition, the ballot counting system will record one undervote, as you had the opportunity to 
vote for two candidates and chose to vote for only one. 
 

All distinguishing marks or erasures are forbidden and make the ballot void. 
 

VOTING AN ELECTRONIC BALLOT AT THE POLLS 
 

The precinct officer will issue you a voter access card.  Insert the voter access card face up, with the arrow pointing left, into the slot at the 
upper right of the screen and push the card firmly into the slot until it clicks. 
 
Before you begin the voting process, you can magnify or change the contrast of your ballot to help increase readability.  Follow the 
instructions on the screen and begin voting by touching the box on the screen next to your choice.  An “X” will appear designating your 
selection.  To change or cancel your selection, touch the box again, the “X” will disappear, and you may make another selection.  If there are 
eligible write-in candidates for whom you wish to vote, select “Write-In” and a keyboard will appear on the screen.  Type the name of the 
candidate you want to write-in, then select “Record Write-In”. The normal voting screen will return and the name you entered will appear as 
the choice for that particular race.  Repeat this process for any additional write-in candidates for whom you wish to vote.  Touch “Back” to 
review previous pages. 
 
Review your choices on the summary page.  Items in red (or black if you changed the contrast) are races that were left blank or not fully 
voted.  If you want to vote for a race that was left blank or not fully voted, or change your vote for any race, just touch that race on the screen 
and you will be taken back to the proper page to make or change your selection.  To verify your selections, touch “Print Ballot” and you will 
see an enclosed printed copy of your choices on the right side of your machine.  After reviewing your ballot printout, you can either cast or 
reject your printed ballot.  Touch “Cast Ballot” when you are ready to permanently record your vote.  Once your ballot has been cast, the 
printer will scroll to hide your selections.  You have now completed the electronic touch screen voting process.  Remove your voter access 
card and return it to a precinct officer. 
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